BIRTH  AND   BABYHOOD                    9
not like it to occur within a year from the marriage day, but
no one minds if it is a year and a day from the wedding.
. Everybody is pleased if a son is born resembling his mother,
or if a daughter be _ like her father, for. "such children will be
very lucky.
In addition to the two ceremonies of severing the cord and
giving the child a gold coin to lick, the Nagara have a custom
of marking their thresholds when a son is born. When this
is done, they make straight lines of clarified butter across the
doorway as a sign of good luck. Amongst Hindu ladies of
all castes it is usual for the acquaintances of the young mother,
unless they happen to be in mourning, to go and call on her
and inquire after the health of parent and child, and if the
child be a boy, Nagara Brahmans in comfortable circumstances
would give each caller five areca-nuts; other Brahmans give
molasses or sugar. Amongst Nagara the friends, however,
avoid calling on the sixth or the tenth day, for those are busy
times for both mother and child. But other Brahmans make
a point of calling on this sixth day and making presents. If
a bereaved mother call and ask for a few grains of pepper and
fennel, she is hurriedly refused. If she obtained them, it would
mean that her next child would not die, whereas the newly
born infant in the house from which she took them would
assuredly perish. They also watch that such a woman later
on does not try and burn the skin of the child when it is
playing in the street, for if she did, it would die, and her next
baby would live.
The ceremonies that we have already mentioned may or
may not be performed, but we now come to one which is
almost universally observed by Hindus: it is the worship of
* Mother Sixth' and coincides with a time which, if ordinary
hygienic precautions have not been observed, may be of
special danger to the mother,
It is, as the name indicates, observed on the sixth day after*
are always supposed to foal by night), the king of the state will assurectty
die.